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imperialism 

in Africa today: 
 

what’s behind it, 
what’s against it, 

and where are we? 















CityPress  
newspaper’s  
(partial) view 



Strikers were surrounded by heavily armed police and soldiers, 
and killed while fleeing from gunfire. The state forces were not 
“protecting themselves”. They participated in well-organised, 
premeditated slaughter. 
      We interviewed surviving miners and looked at physical 
evidence on the site of the massacre. What we found is even 
more shocking than the story presented in the media, even here 
in South Africa. Follow numbered events on the map above. 
     1: On the day of the killing about 3,000 striking miners were 
gathered on and just below the “mountain” (actually a small 
hill). Joseph Mathunjwa, president of their union, the AMCU, 
came and pleaded with them to leave to avoid a police attack. 
The miners refused. 
     2: Within 15 minutes of Mathunjwa leaving, the police and 
army laid razor wire, separating the strikers from the Enkanini 
informal settlement, where many of them live. Casspirs 
(armoured cars), horses and water cannon moved up to encircle 
the workers. 
     3: Some workers walked down to the razor wire to see if they 
could still get out through a gap. Witnesses say police near the 
“small koppie” (hillock) opened fire on them, probably with 
rubber bullets. Some workers fled through a five metre gap in 
the razor wire. They were met with a barrage of live fire from the 
police and many died. Images of this shooting were broadcast 
around the world. 
     4: Terrified strikers scattered in all directions, with a large 
number heading for cover by a koppie about 300 metres in the 
opposite direction from the wire. This “killing koppie” is where 
the largest number of strikers died. 
No cameras recorded this slaughter. But evidence remained on 
Monday, four days after the massacre. There are remnants of 
pools of blood. Police markers show where corpses were 
removed. We found markers labelled with letters up to ‘J’. 
     5-8: Other strikers were killed as they fled across the fields. 
Some examples are marked on the map. Shots were fired from 
helicopters and some workers, heading for hillock, were crushed 
by Casspirs. 
     By Monday the whole area had been swept clean of rubber 
bullets, bullet casings and tear-gas canisters. We also saw 
patches of burned grass, which local workers claim are the 
remains of police fires used to obscure evidence of deaths. view of researchers Thapelo Lekgowa, Botsang Mmope  

and Peter Alexander after worker interviews 

http://socialistworker.org.uk/art.php?id=29403 





















in SA race-class-gender debate, 
           Harold Wolpe’s  

              ‘articulation of 
                 modes of 

                  production’ 
Smith: ‘it is the logic of uneven 
development which structures 

the context for this articulation’ 



US actions since 9/11 represent the 
final stage in the US's century-long 
effort to complete the project of 
making US-led globalization a 
concrete reality across the world 
through three historical moments: 
1) the attempted creation of a 

global Monroe doctrine 
between 1898 and 1919;  

2) the Roosevelt administration's 
creation of the Bretton Woods 
institutions - the World Bank, 
the IMF, and the U.N.; and  

3) globalization – the US-led effort 
to establish a new global 
regime based on free trade, 
deregulation, and privatization.  

– Neil Smith, The Endgame of Globalization 



behind imperialism: 
capitalist/non-capitalist relations 

Rosa Luxemburg 
  ‘Accumulation of capital periodically 

bursts out in crises and spurs capital on to a 
continual extension of the market. Capital 
cannot accumulate without the aid of non-
capitalist organisations, nor … can it tolerate 
their continued existence side by side with itself.  

 Only the continuous and progressive 
disintegration of non-capitalist organisations 
makes accumulation of capital possible.’, 

 The Accumulation of Capital, 1919. 



uneven development in GDP growth 
roots of crisis:  

 
 
 

long-term stagnation of EU, US and Japan 
after Post-War ‘Golden Years’ 

 

 
 



uneven development in GDP growth 





Source: IMF, Global Financial Stability Report, April 2010 

one symptom: uncontrolled financial markets 

and become more 
desperate to invest 

liquidity, seeking 
more speculation  
(e.g. ‘$3 trillion’ 
carbon market) 

as limits are reached, 
financiers need 
more bailouts 



‘financialization’  
thesis of Ugandan 
political economist 

Dani Nabudere 
(1929-2011)  
vindicated 

The Crash of 
International  

Finance Capital  
and  

The Rise and Fall 
of Money Capital  

source: The Economist 



UK Climate Change Minister 

Greg Barker, 2010: 
“We want the City of 
London, with its unique 
expertise in innovative 
financial products, to 
lead the world and 
become the global hub 
for green growth 
finance. We need to 
put the sub-prime 
disaster behind us …” 



new critique of carbon trading  
www.storyofcapandtrade.org 

 



Major sites for neoliberal plus 
sustainable dev. discourses  

‘talk left to walk right’ 





can ‘global governance’ fix world crises? 
 recent record of elites: repeated top-down failures 

 
  

• last solution: 1987 Montreal Protocol on CFCs (ozone hole) 
 

but since then: 
• dominant neoliberals (1990s), neoconservatives (2000s) 
• Rio 1992 Earth Summit, World Water Forums since Dublin in 
1992 and Joburg 2002 W$$D all ‘neoliberalised nature’ 
• World Bank, IMF Annual Meetings: trivial reforms (Chinese 
voting power rising a few %, African influence remains negligible) 
• ‘Post-Washington Consensus’: Stiglitz fired, 1999 
• UN Millennium Development Goal rhetoric, 2000 
• WTO Doha Agenda 2001: failure 
• Monterrery Financing for Development summit, 2002, then G20 
global financial reregulation, 2008-present: failure 
• renewed wars in Central Asia, Middle East, North Africa, 2001-? 
• UN Security Council reform attempts failed, 2005 
• G8 aid promises (especially for Africa) broken,  2005 
• Kyoto Protocol on climate: Copenhagen Accord tragedy 



Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



Durban’s COP17 
‘Conference of the Parties’ 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 
International Convention Centre 



Durban’s COP17 
‘Conference of 
Polluters’ 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 
International Convention Centre 



Durban COP17: ‘Africa’s Climate Summit’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

confirmed climate-related deaths of 
180 million Africans (Christian Aid estimate) 





 

world’s biggest polluter 





who loses from climate change? 
a ‘Climate Demography Vulnerability Index’ 

 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
the Arabian Peninsula, 
Southeast Asia and 
much of Africa 





‘Middle-Class Africa’ (?) 



‘Useful 
Africa’ 

Source: Le Monde 
Diplomatique, Feb 2011 

‘SSA’ 



it is time to correct GDP bias (global) 
for pollution, resource extraction, etc 

A “genuine progress indicator corrects the bias in GDP” Source: redefiningprogress.org  





Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, Tunisia – 1987-2011 
Hosni Mubarak, Egypt – 1981-2011  
Moummar Gaddafi, Libya – 1969-2011 
Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia – 1995-2012  
Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasago, Equatorial Guinea – 1979-present  
Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Angola – 1979-present  
Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe – 1980-present  
Paul Biya, Cameroon – 1982-present  
Yoweri Museveni, Uganda – 1986-present  
King Mswati III, Swaziland – 1986-present  
Blaise Compaoré, Burkina Fasso – 1987-present  
Omar al-Bashir, Sudan – 1989-present  
Idriss Deby, Chad –1990-present  
Isaias Afewerki, Eritrea –1993-present 
Yahya Jammeh, Gambia – 1994-present  
Paul Kagame, Rwanda – 1994-present 

Resource Curse? tyrants needed! 



with rare exceptions, Obama nurtures Africa’s tyrants 

Yanneh Zenawi Gomes Wade 

Mswati Deby Gaddafi Compaore 

Obiang Kagame 









 

 Moeletsi Mbeki:  
 

“Big companies taking their 
capital out of South Africa are a 

bigger threat to economic 
freedom than ANC Youth League 

president Julius Malema.” 
 



The Economist, 25 Feb 2009 

current account deficit recently left SA 



Eskom's 
residential 
customers 

cannot afford 
higher-priced 
electricity and 

poor people are 
disconnected by 

the millions 
each year 

SA offers world’s cheapest 
electricity, but mainly to two 

metals/mining houses 





SA’s ‘durable 
uncompetitiveness’ 





“South Durban 
could be our 
Marikana” 

KZN provincial planner  
Frikkie Brooks, 25 September 2012 



single buoy 
mooring: 

80% of SA’s 
intake 

Sapref: 
BP/Shell 

Engen:  80% 
Petronas 

(Malaysia) 

supertoxic 

South Durban 
state & corporate 
attacks on people 
and environment 

Toyota car 
assembly & 
Prospecton 

Mondi 
paper mill 

hazardous petro-
chemical plants 

Africa’s 
biggest port 

Island View 
refinery 

Africa’s largest oil 
refining complex 

container 
terminals 

freight 
traffic 

(often illegal) 

new capacity: R250 billion plan! 

Isipingo River: 
world’s worst 
HCH pollution 



Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

South Durban’s most 
explosive refinery: 

Engen                

Settlers Primary School: 
52% asthma rate 
(world’s highest) 



 

 

fires, explosions 
in South Durban 

25 October 2008, flaring, regular 
occurrence at SAPREF and Engen Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

• 21 September 2007, 
Island View Storage (IVS) 
facility, tank explosion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 18 September 2007, 
explosion at the IVS 
facility. 

SDCEA demands refinery closure 

18 January 2005, explosion 
at Engen Refinery 



South Durban’s courageous 
critics of white elephants: 
 
• 2007, ward councilor and former 

SDCEA member Rajah Naidoo 
• 2009, Clairwood and SDCEA leader 

Amod Osman 
• 2008, firebomb attack on SDCEA’s 

Des D’Sa  
 



resources for 
an alternative? 

• cancel arms deal, 
• redirect R800 bn in 

pro-corporate 
infrastructure to 
social needs 

• redirect security 
spending to eco-
social needs 

 

Cato Manor Hit Squad 

Marikana, 16 August 
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South African campaigns  
for decommodification,  
destratification and the  
deglobalization of capital 
• SA activists turning several ongoing  
struggles to turn basic needs into human rights: 

– free antiretroviral medicines; 
– National Health Insurance; 
– free water (50 liters/person/day); 
– free electricity (at least 1 kWh/c/d); 
– thorough-going land/housing reform; 
– free basic education; 
– renationalisation of Telkom for lifeline phone services; 
– prohibition on services disconnections and evictions;  
– a 'Basic Income Grant' ; and 
– the right to a job! 

• as ‘non-reformist reforms’, all such services should be universal, partly 
financed by penalizing luxury consumption. 

• interlocking/overlapping campaigns – but so far not unified due to 
macropolitical conjuncture (especially rise of ANC Zuma faction) 



 
African popular resistance 

 wave of recent protests: Tunisia, Egypt, 
Libya, Côte d’Ivoire, Algeria, Senegal, 
Benin, Burkina Faso, Gabon, Occupy 

Nigeria!, Djibouti, Botswana, Uganda, 
Swaziland, South Africa 
 
just a new round of ‘IMF Riots’ and 
‘popcorn protests’?  
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African anti-extraction movements (select examples)  

 
 

      

 

• Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action and MEND v. Big Oil 
• anti-extraction community movements in SA against titanium from 

beach dunes (MRC); platinum (Anglo, Lonplats), and shale-gas (Shell); 
• Lesotho peasants objecting to displacement during construction of the 

continent’s largest dam system (solely to quench Johannesburg’s 
hedonistic thirst), along with Ugandans similarly threatened at the 
overly expensive, corruption-ridden Bujagali Dam and Mozambicans in 
Justica Ambientale against Mphanda Nkuwa on the Zambezi River;  

• resistance to water privatisation by Ghanaian, SA and Africa Water 
Network activists; 

• on grounds of water rights, Kalahari Basarwa-San Bushmen win case 
against forced removals, as Botswana government foiled in facilitating  
DeBeers and World Bank investments, 

• campaigns against Liberia’s exploitation by Firestone Rubber; 
• Africa Centre for Biosafety against Monsanto-driven GM crops; 
• blood-diamonds victims from Sierra Leone and Angola generated a 

partially-successful global deal at Kimberley,  
• the Marange field of Manicaland, Zimbabwe is ongoing resource curse 





what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth  
conference, Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 

Evo Morales 




